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without foundation in fact, it will be used as an authoritative expression
of opinion on the part of the Chambers of Commerce in South Africa.
If the resolution were examined calmly, it would be found that the
influx of Asiatics could not detrimentally affect the commerce of the whole
of South Africa, for Indian immigrants would, after all, be consumers,
no matter how humble they may be; but we imagine that the framers
of the resolution intended to say that the increase of Indian traders, due
to the influx of Indians, had such an effect. Although both the ques-
tion of influx and that of Indian trade have been fully examined in these
columns more than once, we propose again to deal with them in order
to show how ill-informed the speakers were as to the true position.
So far as the Cape Colony and Natal are concerned, there is, as the
Immigration Office records show from day to day, a most effective barrier
set against Indian immigration, and the manner of enforcing the restric-
tions is daily being made more irksome. From the letter1 we reproduce
in another column from Professor Parmanand, it will appear that the
Immigration Officers are no respecters of persons. The learned Professor,
whose fame and name preceded him, was subjected to an educational
test before he was allowed to set foot on the ground at Port Elizabeth.
Could severity go any further?
The Orange River Colony does not come into the calculation at
all, as nobody has ever suggested that there is any Indian population
or Indian trade worthy of the name in that Colony, and yet we find
the resolution applying to the whole of South Africa.
With reference to the Transvaal, Lord Selborne, as well as other
Government officials, has more than once stated, in emphatic terms, that
no non-refugee British Indians are being allowed to enter the Transvaal.
Our permit pillory2 will bear witness to this.
One of the speakers said that the fact of the Advisory Boards having
been appointed showed that an influx was going on. May we inform
him that the Boards have been established, not because an influx has
been going on, but in answer to the agitation that was set up by certain
interested parties in the Transvaal, and in total disregard of the feel-
ings and convenience of Indian refugees. The Boards could not act any
more effectively than the permit officers have hitherto done. The same
speaker went on to say that he could "give evidence that the Govern-
ment knew of certain Asiatics coming in unlawfully35. Either the state-
ment is true, or it is untrue. If it be true, it is a duty the speaker
owes to the Government, as well as to the Indian public, that he should
give detailed- information with names; if it be untrue, as an honour-
able man he should withdraw it. Serious statements of that nature,
without any facts to support them, made before a public body like the
Congress of Associated Chambers of Commerce, cannot be allowed to
INot reproduced here
2 Vide p. 204.